


Dear meso community members and friends,

How will we cure mesothelioma? Does the research being done currently by
experts around the world hold the answer? Are new drug therapies the key or
is surgery the only option? These questions are at the heart of International
Symposium on Malignant Mesothelioma. Each year the Foundation brings
together the world’s leading experts to educate patients and their loved ones,
and all those who care about eradicating meso, on the latest advances in research
and treatment.

For the second consecutive year the Symposium will be held in Washington, DC.
At last year’s meeting participants joined together on Capitol Hill to advocate
for federal research funding. On the first day of the Symposium we will again
have the opportunity to make our voice heard on Capitol Hill through meetings
with congressional leaders and their staff to continue our push for federal meso
research funding.

On the second day leading meso researchers and clinicians will lead educational
sessions focused on the latest advances in meso research and treatment. All the
sessions are designed to be lay-person friendly and encourage questions and
interaction with the medical and scientific experts.

Our last day together will focus on our strength as a community. We will offer
sessions to arm new and existing volunteers with the tools they need to affect
change. We will remember all those we have lost to the disease through a special
tribute ceremony and rededicate ourselves to ending this disease. And together
we will find help and support, make connections with other patients and their
families, and address issues facing all of us through various breakout sessions.

This year’s Symposium offers something for everyone affected by meso. We hope
that you will join us.

Very truly,

Symposium Co-Chairs

Dr. Nicholas J. Vogelzang Dr. Raffit Hassan
Director, Nevada Cancer Institute National Cancer Institute

Chair, Board of Directors Chair, Science Advisory Board
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